
64 Chapter 2: The Politics of the American Founding

In Your Own Words
»	 Explain why the founders chose to structure each of the three branches of government 

as they did.

Ratification
Selling the Constitution to Americans

For the Constitution to become the law of the land, it had to undergo ratification, that is, 
it had to be voted on and approved by state conventions in at least nine states. As it 
happens, the Constitution was eventually ratified by all thirteen states, but not until some 
major political battles had been fought.

Federalists Versus Anti-Federalists
So strongly partisan were the supporters and opponents of the Constitution that if the 
battle were taking place today we would probably find them sniping at each other on 
shows like The Sean Hannity Show and Hardball With Chris Matthews, and Stephen Colbert 
would be busy mocking both sides. It was a fierce, lively battle that produced, instead of 
high television ratings, some of the finest writings for and against the American system. 
Those in favor of ratification called themselves Federalists. The Federalists, like Delegate 
A in our earlier hypothetical constitution-building scenario, were mostly men with a 
considerable economic stake in the new nation. Having fared poorly under the Articles, 
they were certain that if America were to grow as an economic and world power, it needed 
to be the kind of country people with property would want to invest in. Security and order 
were key values, as was popular control. The Federalists thought people like themselves 
should be in charge of the government, although some of them did not object to an 
expanded suffrage if government had enough built-in protections. Mostly they were 
convinced that a good government could be designed if the underlying principles of 
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